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An exploration into the geographically remote areas and fragile communities of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland and how they may be developed and sustained. 

A Symposium Initiated Jointly by:
• The Design Innovation and Citizenship Masters Programme, The Glasgow School of Art, Glasgow
• The Centre for Design Innovation, The Glasgow School of Art, Forres

Timing and Location:
April 2013 for 2 days at The Centre for Design Innovation, Horizon Scotland, The Enterprise Park, Forres.

Introduction:
In the more remote areas and communities of the Scottish Highlands and Islands there is an increasing awareness of the issues facing the future sustainability of community, economy and ecology and the impact that these realities have on a good collective quality of life. Our broad ambition in this symposium is to openly explore these issues with a diverse range of participants and aspire to build upon existing success and to construct, together, some ways and means of further developing them for the benefit of current and future inhabitants living in the remoter areas of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

Questions:
• What might constitute and how may we identify a good “quality of life” for those living in the more remote communities of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland?
• What may be some elements and defining constituents of this and how may it be further developed and sustained?
• How might such a quality of life be further defined, developed, fostered and sustained; in the maintaining of existing, support for emerging and the creation of new communities in the remoter areas of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland? 
• What may be examples of current best practice that connects community, economy and ecology for the continuing generation of a good quality of life for the remoter areas of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland and how may this be adopted, adapted and further enriched? 
• What may be the best forms and modes of social, ecological and economic activity to nurture sustained quality of life in the remoter areas of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland?
• How may this be further constructed, enabled, delivered and sustained?
  
Ambitions and Aspirations:
• To identify, understand and value current ways of living and working in this environment by sharing existing best practice, experiences and knowledge with a view to developing a broader context for living in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
• To explore and imagine forms of activity capable of engendering further social and economic growth to the benefit of these remoter areas in co-operation with the communities of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland
• To identify and define synergies of expertise capable of nurturing sustained living of a good quality of life in the remoter areas of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
• To promote the further sharing of experiences and the generation of new knowledge tailored to an appropriate and specific local context and way of life
• To identify modes of funding and project opportunities capable of facilitating immediate response, medium term engagement and the longer term ambitions in the regeneration and sustainability of the geographically remote areas and fragile communities of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.
  
Participants:
This symposium seeks to gather a diverse range of expertise and experiences together for this symposium both from within and out-with the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. We wish to bring together members of successful remote communities, policy strategists, economists, sociologists, ecologists, social entrepreneurs, business leaders and designers concerned with social economic and community regeneration. We would wish also to have represented a good cross section of academic, voluntary, private and public sector professionals.   
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